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Today’s gospel lands us after what “Augsburg Commentary
on the New Testament - Matthew” calls the great discourse (The
Sermon on the Mount) and the narrative section (miracles

stories: healing, casting out demons, raising the dead and so on).

In Exodus, Moses is called to the mountain to meet with God
and deliver a message to the Israelites, to remember whose they
are. Who saved them from Egypt and performed literal wonders
to set them free. To keep His commandments and covenant to
remain in the blessing promised to Abraham, Isaac, and finally
Jacob (Israel). Our reading from Romans reminds us that it’s
because of Jesus Christ that we have grace, and have been
saved. That from no “action” of our own are we able to approach
the throne and have eternal life. We are reminded to follow and
endure long suffering in Jesus name in order to be set free. We

are the flock, or the sheep and Jesus is our Good Shepherd.

Which brings us back around to our Gospel in Matthew.
We begin in the very end of chapter 9 which saw more miracles,
and here we are called “sheep without a shepherd” not just us,

but in context Jesus is speaking of the Israelites. In fact this
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makes three times that the truth about the kingdom of heaven
has been attempted to be taught to “God’s chosen people” the
Israelites. Once by John the Baptist, then by Jesus himself, and
now by the Disciples (which means apprentices) who Jesus is
getting ready to send out as Apostles (which are envoys or
representatives, teachers) to the Israelites two by two. We are
told “the harvestis plentiful, but the workers are few” because
in context so many Israelites were starving for a good word, for
sound teachings, but there was no one to show and teach them.

No shepherd.

This is the beginning of Jesus’ mission of the new
community or rather the beginnings of the church as we know it
today. This mission that Jesus is sending His Disciples turned
Apostles on is the very first “mission” trip in spreading the gospel.
It’s no different than a church group in modern times going to
what may be considered a pagan or “lost” area in the world to
offer relief and to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. Per scripture
the first to be offered a part of this new church or community is

God’s chosen people, the Israelites, but we know thanks to
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Matthew 28:18-20 “ '8 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority

in heaven and on earth has been given to me. '° Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them inthe name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ?° teaching them to observe all that | have

commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the

age.” This is the great commission that Jesus gives before
ascending and He gives it to your everyday, average joe. Former
fishermen, tax collectors, zealots, not to lofty church leaders, or
PHD in theology graduates. He gives all authority to the regular
everyday man who is nothing except a willing follower, a believer,
someone who stands and says just like in Isaiah 6:8 “Whom
shall | send, and who will go for us? Then Il said, “Here  am!
Send me.” Which is considered Isaiah’s commission from God.
Throughout all of time we have been given examples and proof
that God wishes us to “Go forth” to share His word, His ways and
His love. To be Sowers of a good harvest that we will then also be

laborers in harvesting.

Up until now historically the law of Moses is taught as the
only religious doctrine in the Synagogues by the Pharisees and

Sadducees and Temple leaders. Jesus came to live that law in
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perfection and then to fulfill it through his sacrifice, the only
necessary sacrifice in order to pay the debt of sin back to the
garden of Eden and forward through all of time. The twelve
Disciples represent the 12 tribes of Israel and the authority Jesus
gives them to do as he has done up until this pointis to drive
home the message that the kingdom of heaven is at hand and it’s
not what the majority of the people were anticipating. They’re
seeing their immediate circumstances, being under Roman rule,
persecuted or oppressed in their own God-promised lands. They
are anticipating a Savior that will come in might to lead a literal
army to defeat the Roman Empire and establish them as a great
nation as they were in the time of king David or Solomon. This
also translates to today, we are waiting for Jesus triumphant
return but if you look around at the immediate circumstances
surrounding us, our city, our nation, this world, we too can start
sinking in it. Just like Peter did when walking towards Jesus on the
water, through the storm. It’s keeping our eyes on Jesus that
makes the miracles happen. It’s how we prayed everyday asking

for Bryan to be healed from cancer and he was. It’s in the way the
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Holy Spirit spoke to both Pam and Jaime without the other
knowing the week after Pastor Laurie left that we needed some
laughs and getting it. It’s the needy around us who feel led to join
our worship services to find acceptance and love. Thisisonly a

part of how we do kingdom work right here, right now.

The Messiah came not only to set a specific people in that
specific time period free. He came to set any that would hear, any
that would repent, believe and be baptized, turning from their sin,
free. Even then it’s not the physical freedom they were
anticipating, it’s a spiritual freedom, knowing that in the end after
this life is over eternal life in the presence of God waits ready to
accept and take them in. The 12 are instructed to “°Not take a
road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town,
®but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. “As you
go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has
come near.’® Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with
a skin disease; cast out demons. You received without
payment; give without payment.” They are to take nothing with

them no money, no extra clothes, nothing and are to believe and
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have faith that God will provide everything they need. Just like it is
written in Isaiah 55:1-2 “’You there! Everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy
and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without
cost. 2Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And
your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me,
and eat what is good, And delight yourselfin abundance.”
Which also points to “The Laborer deserves food” 1
Corinthians 9:14. Meaning as workers for the kingdom of heaven

they will be fed, given plenty to drink, and protected by God.

Everywhere they go there will be provided hospitality and
when that happens they are instructed to give the gospel and to
bless the home or town. The worthy will hear the words and be
saved and provide for the Apostles. The unworthy or those that
won’t listen or receive the gospel from the Apostles they are
instructed “’ If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your
words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that
house or town.” Once they are found unworthy and the Apostles

have done as instructed Jesus goes as far to show just how bad
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they will be condemned “’° Truly I tell you, it will be more
tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of
judgment than for that town” Sodom and Gomorrah were

destroyed for their refusal to repent and turn to God.

Jesus tells them to not fear, that no matter what happens
they will have the words to say from the Spirit of their Father
(God) and even if handed over to leaders of the Temple and
Synagogues or governors and kings because of Jesus their
testimony of what they’ve lived through, withnessed and heard is
what will not only set them free but act as seeds of the gospel for
those who hear. Jesus is speaking both in the immediate and in a
future sense here. These words ring true to followers, even today,
that no matter what our testimony and faith in Jesus is what will
further the kingdom here on earth. “’ Sibling will betray sibling
to death and a father his child, and children will rise against
parents and have them put to death, > and you will be hated
by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the
end will be saved. > When they persecute you in this town,

flee to the next, for truly I tell you, you will not have finished
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going through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man
comes.” Meaning even now as the times of trials and tribulations
only seem to be getting closer and closer, we can stand in peace
and authority knowing that our God, Jesus Christ, warned us,
prepared us, will stand with us to the very end and forever. God
hasn’t broken a promise ever, and if ] AM says He will be with us,
He will, if He says we will have the words needed when being
tested in our faith, we will by His grace. 2 Corinthians 5:17
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old
has passed away; behold, the new has come.” The last three
verses from our gospel lesson is Jesus telling us of the final
breaking up of the old world which has to happen in order for the

new to come.

It’s like the hymn says “Have no fear, little flock; have no fear,
little flock, for the Father has chosen to give you the kingdom;
have no fear, little flock!” No matter what happens our Father in
heaven is with us, our Messiah Jesus Christ is with us, The Holy

Spiritis with our going out and our coming in. Amen.



